
Trainer’s Toolbox

Fireplace Safety
FAQs



How much space should I leave around the stove?

•	Have at least a 36” clearance.

•	Clear all flammable materials.



How often should I clean the chimney?

•	Clean once a year.

•	 Inspect twice a month.

•	Clear chimney of obstructions.

•	Clear chimney of creosote.



What is creosote?

•	 It is formed from smoke and gas.

•	 It is a fire hazard.

•	 It reduces efficiency.



What are the features of a good glass enclosure?

•	Safety lock

•	Removable doors

•	Permanent curtain screen

•	Outside side-pull handles



When is it safe to close the damper?

•	Close when fireplace is not in use.

•	Always open before lighting a fire.

•	Keep it open until ashes are cool.



Can I burn any wood in my fireplace?

•	Only burn dry cured firewood.

•	Use wood cured 8 to 12 months.

•	Do not burn crates, scraps or treated wood.

•	Never use charcoal in a fireplace.



Do I need a carbon monoxide detector for a fireplace?

•	Yes, it’s important for safety.

•	Place near bedrooms and on every level of the house.

•	Also have smoke detectors and a fire extinguisher.
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Take NRHA’s Basic Training Course in Hardware Retailing to 
learn more about the heating and cooling department.


